Is it safe to take to the Water?
Meg Lampard’s letter to Fareham’s Health and Public Protection team
You will no doubt be aware of the
recent public outcry regarding
increased sewage releases into our
rivers and coastal waters, with our
local provider, Southern Water
receiving strong cri�cism.
Here at Hill Head we have a
Combined Sewage Overflow (CSO) pipe
which last released on 2 November
contamina�ng the area with untreated
raw sewage combined with local run
off water.
The sewage releases make our
bathing waters unsafe. We have a
strong local outdoor swimming community, many local residents taking at least one dip daily
throughout the year. The bathing season means all year round swimming locally for many, not
just April to October. The age range of our swimming community also reflects the ages of our
residents and includes many members of our elderly popula�on. As a result of the ongoing
sewage releases, which are set to increase with recent legisla�on changes, increased rainfall,
lack of infrastructure investment and other factors, are pu�ng our local community at risk of
sickness through sewage related pathogens.
Currently there is li�le or no system of communica�ng the risk to our sea swimmers and
other water users. Outdoor swimming saw an increase of over 900% during lockdown so the
number affected has grown. This does not take into account paddle board users, dinghy
sailors, kayakers and windsurfers who also are exposed to the risk.
My proposal is that Fareham BC should install informa�on boards about the current status of
the bathing waters at Hill Head in prominent loca�ons to warn water users.
This informa�on should be available on the beach at point of use in order that those not
connected to technology may access the relevant data at point of use and make an informed
decision as to whether to enter the water.
In Portsmouth, powered boards will display live data, as supplied by the Beach Buoy system,
Southern Waters’ own repor�ng system, to no�fy the public about sewage spills from the
relevant local CSO pipes. Addi�onal boards are also to be displayed, with a link, through a QR
code, again linking to the Beach Buoy repor�ng system. This way both regular water users and
visitors may make informed choices and can take steps to protect their health in the face of
con�nue sewage releases.
Meg Lampard
Lead volunteer for Plas�c Free Fareham

