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At the Budget meeting,
Fareham Council raised its

tax again, with a £5 increase
for band D properties.

Lib Dems supported the
budget as a whole because of
the need to maintain services.

But Lib Dem opposition leader
Roger Price had concerns
about the tax increase. Cllr
Price said: ‘This will be the third

year in a row that the council
has increased council tax
beyond the rate of inflation.

‘Sadly, residents’ incomes do
not increase beyond inflation.
In some cases they don’t even
match inflation.

 ‘Therefore these increases
could cause more people to get
into arrears with their council
tax payments.’

Jim raised concerns about
the future of Portsmouth Naval
Gliding Club at Daedalus. He
told councillors: “I welcome the
prosperity and employment
investment at Daedalus is
bringing to Stubbington.

“But I hope commercial flying
will not endanger this club
which has for so long been a
leisure asset, a training
opportunity for young aspiring
pilots, and a much-loved
feature of our seascape.”

Jim Forrest recently had
meetings with officials of the

club, and with Council officers,
to discuss a proposal to end
winch-launched glider flights
from Daedalus.

The club fears that the
increase in costs, and
reductions in the number of
flights they can offer, might
have an impact on their ability
to continue at Daedalus.

The club has operated there
for around 70 years, and the
tradition of gliding at Daedalus
stretches back to the earliest
days of the former naval air
base.

Stubbington councillor Jim Forrest spoke up for our
community at Fareham Council’s budget meeting, the
most important of the year.

Jim also sparked a debate
on  the installation of

combined drinking
fountains/waterbottle filling
points in parks etc.

He asked for the idea -
raised in the October Ad Lib
at the suggestion of local
Clean Beaches campaigner
Meg Lampard - to be
included in a motion about

measures to reduce single-
use plastics in Fareham.

Tory councillors voted
down Jim’s amendment,
claiming it added too much
detail. But the chairman of
the Streetscene panel, who
put the main motion, said he
would consider the idea
when a working party draws
up plans to tackle waste.

On foot: Mobility scooter users and parents
pushing prams have difficulty getting past the
Golden Bowler bus shelter near the
Stubbington Lane/ Mulberry Avenue junction.

Fareham Council is reviewing bus shelters
after taking back control of them from private
contractors. Alex Brims has asked officers to
see if they can widen the footway here.

This chill cabinet
was quickly
removed from
the footway in
Hill Head Road
after Alex Brims
reported it to
Fareham
Council.

It had stood
for several days
outside an
empty  house
which is being
refurbished.

…Alex is out and about to keep our streets safe and tidy

On wheels: Salterns Road continues to have a
60mph speed limit , even though it is narrow with
many blind bends. The road was recently closed for a
day because of the number of accidents caused by
fast driving in bad weather.

Children and walkers going from Seafield Park to
the beach have to cross it. Many cyclists use it
because land ownership issues prevent the
completion of the cycleway alongside the promenade.

And it’s a rat run, used by more and more drivers
trying to avoid hold-ups between Gosport and the
A27. Alex suggests a 30mph limit - or speed humps -
to make it safer while still giving residents access.
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Council Tax hike outpaces incomes

Alex Brims  looking at the
Stubbington Lane  bus stop

Tackling source of plastics waste

Jim fights for local interests at
Council’s showcase meeting…

Jim Forrest on a visit to the
Gliding Club to hear their views
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We reported in the January
Ad Lib that Lib Dems  put a

question to Fareham Council
calling for the return of bus
services to Fareham
Community Hospital.

Patients from
Stubbington and Hill
Head are increasingly
being directed there.

We’re pleased to
note that Fareham
MP Suella Fernandes
is on board, with a petition
calling for hospital buses.

Jim Forrest asked Gosport MP
Caroline Dinenage - now a
health minister- to back her
colleague’s campaign. Ms

Dinenage replied that she would
give what support she can, but
that any help to the bus
company would have to come

from councils.
Jim also raised

concerns about
waiting times for
appointments at
the local surgery,
and time taken to
answer phone
calls. The MP

suggested that concerns should
be raised with the Care Quality
Commission at www.cqc.org.uk
** More on buses - we’ve asked
if the 21/21A route can be gritted
in snowy and icy weather.

…Noticeboards: Our survey
about the deteriorating community
noticeboards sparked a big response.

Most residents said they would prefer to
keep them open to all users, so that club
secretaries etc can put them up at whatever
time they visit the village.

Some commented on misuse, such as
failure to remove out-dated notices, or use
by commercial firms with little connection
with Stubbington.

Fareham Council is unwilling to fund “free
access” replacements because they would
have no control over their content - even
though removing the boards when they
become unfit for use could cost the Council
as much as refurbishing  them.

Jim Forrest is working with other
councillors and local organisations to see if
an approach can be found that would meet
the Council’s objections and still allow easy
access for residents and local organisations
to publicise their events.

The Poppy Wave installation to mark
the centenary of World War I is

coming to the Royal Armouries Museum
at Fort Nelson between April 13 and June
24.

The museum expects to get about
150,000 visitors over the period, an
estimated 90% travelling by car.

Be prepared, if you drive or cycle along
the Portsdown Hill routes - many of the
extra drivers will be unfamiliar with this
scenic, but narrow and winding road.

Jim Forrest
joined other

Fareham
councillors recently
at a tree-planting
ceremony to mark
the start of the new
open space being
funded by National
Grid’s inter-
connector project
at Daedalus.

Around 30,000 trees are being planted, creating a
new woodland walkway from the edge of the built-up
area to the Peel Common roundabout as well as
screening the new buildings.

Jim said: “I’m pleased that work is starting on the
community benefits right at the start of this project,
rather than tagging along at the end.”

It’s YOUR community - have your say on local issues like…

…Teen Shelter: Time is running out to give your views
about the Teen Shelter proposed for Stubbington Recreation Ground.

Closing date for the consultation is March 19. You can find it online
at fareham.gov.uk, or visit the display at Holy Rood Church Centre
from March 12-19

Hundreds of
thousands of people
viewed the Poppy
Wave when it was
first displayed at the
Tower of London.
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…Rural Route: There
has also been a lot of reaction to
the question we asked about
whether cycle access could be
improved in the gated section of
Old Street.

Everyone agrees that it should
be kept as a No Through Road,
and there have been complaints
about motorbikes using the
existing gaps.

Residents report that it is not
just cyclists, but pedestrians and
parents with prams that are also
having issues. We also guess it is
an issue for mobility scooters and
horse riders too.

The area has unsightly graffiti
and an uncared-for feel to it.
There are no signs to help
explain who can use this section,
and this creates hostility between
different types of user.

We will continue to collect
feedback and look for a solution.SHUFFLEBOARD. Alex Brims

had  to  search for a space
when he  publicised a local
event recently. Maybe new
boards could have  a plaque
asking users to remove their
old notices
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